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Q&A Deadline: 24:00 (GMT+8) September 30th, 2025
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I. Background

“UIA-HYP Cup International Student Competition in Architectural Design” was initiated in

2012.ItisinternationallysponsoredbytheUnionInternationaldesArchitects(UIA), organized by the

School of Architecture, Tianjin University and Urban Environment Design (UED) Magazine.

Shanghai HYP-ARCH Architectural Design Consultant Co. Ltd. is the Exclusive Naming Sponsor. It

is an annual architectural competition which has been successfully held for 13 editions. Each year,

the UIA-HYP Cup is chaired by an internationally renowned architectural master, and the jury

panel is selected from among the world's most outstanding architects and deans from schools of

architecture. To boost the architectural education which mainly focuses on basic skill training in its

conventional and progressive system, UIA-HYP Cup International Student Competition takes the

role as an external platform for student to embrace a brand-new thinking approach in order to

improve their comprehensive problem-solving skill, meanwhile it is also some kind of headhunter

for discovering emerging elite architects.



II. Content

Topic: Nooks and Crannies: Untapped spaces, unlimited possibilities

Communities are full of untapped spaces—a small patch of land, a stretch of wall, or other

overlooked nooks and crannies. Tucked away in obscure corners or hiding in plain sight, these

spaces, appearing unclaimed, often exist at the blurred edges of ownership. How might we

uncover, utilize, and activate them to unlock their unlimited possibilities?

This theme advocates for individual observation over trendy topics, encouraging participants to

ground themselves in reality, sharpen their perception, and explore their surroundings. It

challenges them to identify problems, map resources, clarify the relationships and interests of

different parties, and grasp the fundamental principles of how society operates, while prioritizing

practicality and rejecting abstract idealism. Participants are expected to adopt a design-oriented

approach: seeking poetic beauty in everyday life, engaging deeply with reality, addressing

concrete issues, and ultimately, reshaping the world around them.

Format for presentation:

Three A1 boards. There is no limit to the format of the boards. Make your projects arresting and

refreshing.

Plans, sections, elevations and renderings can be used when needed.

A video no longer than 2:00 minutes.

· The video is not allowed to show personally identifiable information.

· Axonometric drawings, plans, sections, and renderings are expected.

· It is recommended to pay attention to the concept of green environmental protection and the

utilization of new energy, and encouraged to use new technologies and methods for data collec

tion, analysis, and visual expression.



· Cited data on the existing context is strongly encouraged.

· If AI tools are used to generate drawings and videos, contestants are requested to clearly label

them.

· Your submission must be subtitled in English.

III. Organizations:

International Supporter: Union International des Architectes (UIA)

Hosting Organization: School of Architecture, Tianjin University; School of Architecture, Inner

Mongolia University of Technology; School of Architecture and Urban Planning (SAU), Shandong

Jianzhu University; Urban Environment Design (UED) Magazine

Advising Institutions: Chinese National Evaluation Committee of Higher Architecture Education

Exclusive Naming Sponsor: Shanghai HYP-ARCH Architectural Design Consultant Co., Ltd.

Co-organizers: School of Architecture, Tsinghua University; College of Architecture and Urban

Planning, Tongji University; School of Architecture, Southeast University; School of Architecture,

South China University of Technology; School of Architecture, Harbin Institute of Technology;

School of Architecture, Xi'an University of Architecture and Technology; Faculty of Architecture

and Urban Planning, Chongqing University

International Strategic Partner: Non Architecture Competition

IV. Prize and Award:

1st Prize (1 team) :

Certificate and 80,000 RMB (around 11,000 USD, before tax);

2nd Prize (5 teams) :



Certificate and 15,000 RMB (around 2,050 USD, before tax);

3rd Prize (12 teams) :

Certificate and 8,000 RMB (around 1,100 USD, before tax);

Honorable Mentions (several teams): Certificate;

Advisors of prize-winning projects will also be awarded with certificates.

V. Competition Procedure

1. This is a fair competition open to all architecture and relevant major students around the globe.

Full-time on-campus architecture students from accredited institutions (including master and PhD

candidates and graduate students of 2025) can participate alone or as a team with team

members of no more than four people. In addition, the advisors-who must be univeristy or college

teachers—of no more than two.

2. Only the team leader will be contacted when necessary if students participate as a team.

3. Log on, click “Registration” to fill out the registration form and submit online.

4. After filled in the registration form, participants will get a serial number (please take care to

preserve it as each participant/participating team has only one serial number).

5. The registration fee for the international group is 50 euros per group. Once the fee is paid, it is

non-refundable. Participants will be categorized into either the domestic or international group

based on their enrolled institutions. Universities from the Chinese mainland belong to the domestic

group, whereas universities from Hong Kong, Macao, and Taiwan regions of China, as well as

international universities, fall under the international group. Mixed teams containing both domestic

and international members shall register under the domestic group.

6. Please submit the digital version of drawings and related documents to uedmedia@163.com,

before the submission deadline, 24:00 (GMT+8) October 10th, 2025. The organizing committee

accepts no printed version. Entries will be printed and exhibited together in due time.



7. With the assistance of the committee, juries will meet and decide the winners.

8. Competition Inquiries: uedmedia@163.com

VI. Submissions

1. Three JPG-format drawings and one MP4-format video will be output and presented by the

organizer. Package the drawings, video, and relevant documents into a single zip archive and

email to: uedmedia@163.com with subject line:"Entry Title (in both Chinese and English) +

Registration Serial Number".

2.Please submit the digital version of drawings and related documents to uedmedia@163.com.

Please include “Competition+ Registration Serial Number” in the e-mail subject line. If the entry

is too large to attached, please upload to online file sharing website such as “We transfer” or

“Google drive”and provide download link in the submission email. Entries will be printed and laid

out by the committee.

3.Submit an "Original Work Statement" with signatures from all group members. (Template

available under "Download Documents" section on the competition's official website)

4.Scale and dimensions must be in metric units.

5.Documents: Recognizable scanned copy of passport and student card should be attached in the

e-mail. Students themselves are responsible for the authenticity of the documents.

6.Entry Requirements

a. Specification: The layout of the 841mm x 594mm drawing should be horizontal. Each work

should be composed of 3 drawings as follows:



b. Content: Site-plan that can fully express the design intention; plans, elevations and sections;

perspective drawing, illustration and a design description of about 500 words (to be integrated in

the pictures and drawings). There is no limitation on proportion.

c. Video Specifications: (the video should be a more accurate and clear expression of the design

ideas, project process, etc.) Description is also needed for the main content of the video.

d. A TXT document must be attached in the e-mails of the submission, which include participants’

name, registration number, e-mail address, mobile phone number, name and contact information

of the advisor (if any), the full name of the school and department, title and brief introduction of the

submitted work.

e. Drawing layout requirements:

1) Please submit the drawing layout (300 dpi in resolution at least) in the version of jpg, and name

the picture according to the content (such as XXX plan 1).

2) The video must be submitted with English subtitles, no more than 3 minutes long. Please name

the video according to the title of the work (e.g. XXX video).

3)Please submit the text information in the version of TXT in the folder named by the participant(s)’

name.

4) Submission Requirement: Please submit one file in the format of zip or rar and the file size

should be between 50mb- 150mb. This file should contain three folders, they are:

(1) Drawing: Three drawings

(2) Video: One Video

(3) Identity Certificate: Scanned ID photo (or Student Card and Passport)



(4) Text (TXT) and Original Work Statement

VII. Competition Regulation

1. Individual participants and groups must agree with and follow the competition requirements and

regulations. The organizing committee reserves its right of final interpretation.

2. Entries with words or pictures relating to the name or department of participants in the digital

drawings will be disqualified from the competition.

3. Participants have the copyright, while the organization committee can exercise all other rights

except authorship.

4. Entries that have been submitted to other competitions, published on other public occasions or

found to be similar to other works in terms of design ideas will be disqualified from the competition.

5. Juries cannot act as advisers to participants; otherwise participants will be disqualified from the

competition.

6. Each participant can only register in one team.

7. Each group is only allowed to submit one piece of work. Repeated submission is prohibited.

Once discovered, the organizing committee owns the right to choose any one of them.

8. The information of the team is based on the final submission of the TXT file.

9. It is recommended to focus on the concepts of green environmental protection and new energy

utilization methods, and the use of intelligent technology is highly encouraged.

VIII. Dates and Deadline

Registration Deadline: 24:00(GMT+8) September 20th,2024

Q&A Deadline: 24:00 (GMT+8) September 30th, 2025

Submission Deadline: 24:00(GMT+8) October 10th,2024



Jury Review: November 2024

IX. Contacts

Competition Website: HTTP://HYPCUP.UEDMAGAZINE.NET

Competition Email: uedmedia@163.com

Mainland China: 0086-17640248261 (09:00-18:00 GMT+8)

Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan and abroad: 0086-13889162840 (09:00-18:00 GMT+8);
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